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MP AND WIFE
DIE IN FIRE

Michael Colvin had represented Romsey and Waterside

‘ ICHAEL COLVIN, the 67 year old Conservalive M.F. for
4 Eomsey, wha had previowsly represented the former
Romsey and Watershile constiuency, died with his  wife,
Michala, when fire destroyed their Gesrglan home, Tangley
Hoase, morth of Andover, on Thursday merning. Formal
identifbeation had mat heen possible ol the time of golng be

Wore than 70 liremen with e
appliamoes fagkled the bBlase after
berimg called out By a member ol
stall just Belore four ovlek, Ll
the heat was so imbefase 1hey were
unabie o empter iR nry  beiiise,
whiath was =il freriels
mere thanm thoee b Nl ber
the MNames were guoem el al owas
siill eEpecled o b several Rours
before the gutied buaibdsng  cowld
b= embered, amd Hampshire Fire
amd Feestwe Servion cipecisd e be
at the swepe {of the reomaindsr ol
the day

Mr. Caolvan had popresepted the
Watersibe ares of Mea Farest B
Urid and Romssey Troen 1985 1o 1565,
before beng elecied o the nee
gonal ifsepey of [P aey He il
forst emlered  Farliament as ME
For Bristol Mosth West o 1979

Educated st Flan amal Sarmd

afer which he & whedd

Agreiairal Calle Cig
ceuler, he served wath the Grens
dier Cmards from 19% m 85T @
Barlin, the Sues camphisn and in
Cyvpius He  jodned ] Woalter
Thompsen in  [D5E, workimg  for
thesn wniel V8RS

His first public sesvice was & @&
srumcillor with Andover L froam
1985 - 72, followed by has elevfenmn
im 1997 for two wyears with Test
Valley Borgugh Councl on which
it was its first yoechawman

Dwiring hiz Farllameslary caneer
he served on ihe Select Comuuitess
on Emplovment and Foergy, and
until  wery  revesily  was @
member of the Select Commiles
on IDedemoe, of wheh e was veie
Chalrmsam, II-IL"I-EJ Isfsin o P prmmGin
from 1985 to 1897, He lhud sl
been FPS o a number of Miniters

Mr. Colvim was & jpesg ik
stitmency  member, and was loen
wirg ml Ghe lodml pailh,  beeide har
interest im the hrewsg trade. He
1= swrvived by o som and e danglhs
bers

WNew  Foresf Fast WP Buleiar
Lewis fald the “A. & 7T Frisiim
the moment [ lirst mef Miechael,
whirh was 48 heours after 1 was
s |ecEmadd En I|gh| [T T T T 5
showed me immense kindness and

Colvins’ tragic
deaths

(Cenlimwed (rom Froni Fage)
EAYeE e §real faddilira@pdmenl,

"I was inheriling Irom him the
mapsrity of his previoss coRstit-
oency and pothing was e mauch
trouble far kim in showing me the
ek, He alwhave Rasd greal coiar-
teay, charm and Kindness. He
aliwave aprmmed 06 be chepriul and
I maver ofde daw him angry or
upsgl, Ha was very palsent amd &
prriect genthoman

Ta the tradition of o many
Hampshire P, given the histor
of this arca, he had a sprcialised
imterest im defenoe isspes, amil of
oourse e served as the last Cone
servative chairman of the House
af Commons Defenoe Selec] Come
mithee, which is regarded as one
of the most infleential in Parlia
meenk. "

Dr. Lewis went on: “T¢ ix hard 1o
belbeve that anly an Tuesday we
were parbicipating in the same de-
baite on ihe Defence White FPaper
amd  he was joking about how,
having previously secoeeded him in
part of his former coastituency, [
Wik modn laking kis place on the
Dielere Commities,

“He was joking aboat what an
achievement 0 was for the Select
Cammptes o eenbrace views from
the right of the Cosservative Party
e Bhe ledt a&f the lLabour Party
aml vet skill manage e reach agrec
el wathaut havisg to thake a vobe.
Theie  Femnarks were Uipical ol
Muthael's genle touch.

. & it appears, he and Nechola
have Both disd & Whis dlisasrrsiis
tragedv®  soncluded Dre.  Lewes,
“then two outdanding persoaalicies
have beem losl, becwnss she was
univer=ally acknowled W be a
{'_;.rmu].:blil and greatly atiractive
ligure.

“ine can only offer the doepest
wympathy to their childeen asd the
rest of the famidly in fhe sare knes-
Iedige that they will take the great-
gl pride i everivihing tha
Mirhael amdd Michola did for the
fosnmandty  with  ssch  unselfiah
dedicatbon.”



