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TRAGEDY at TANGLEY

alutes to voice

of rural England

¢y Rebecca Paveley *

HE leading figures of British politics today led trib-
utes to the man who lovally served his constituents
and couniry for more than 20 years.,
Setting aside party politics, the Prime Minister was united with oppo
sifion eaders in griel at the tragedy
Tony Blalr sabd he was horrified by the news of the death of the M and
his wife in the house blare
"My Peelings went out to the family of Michael Colvin and his wife as
soon &% | heard of the terrible fire at their home. Mow that it seems [l
Iy that they lost thelr lhves | am truly saddened by such appalling news.=
Tory keader William Hague praised one of his most stalwar colleages
‘I knew Michasl as a true Tor, in the best sense of the word. He cared
about his country and he cared about (he oountryside
“Throughout! his distinguished career in Parlis
menl. most partbcularly when he was chairman of
the defence select commitier, bt spoke with intel
ligenoe and passbon on defemos e
“We saw that again earller this week during the
defence debate when he gove an excellent speach
Michasl was also a strong voioe lor the countryaide
and for country sports at a time when the raral way
of 1ife & wunder incrrasing atlack
1 visiied Michaels constituency last year and was
struck, as one could not fail 1o be, by the great affec-
thon in which both he and Nichola were held (o by members of thelr kocal
party and by his constiioents. Michael and Nichola Colvin will be sadly
missed in Hampshire and in Westminster ®
Euro MP Hoy Perry was a close friend of the Colvins and the chairman
of the Romsey and Watleribde Consrrvative Associs
thon @i the time Mr Colvin was selocted. He said
“Michala sald on the day of Michae]'s sebsction: “You
gel two for the price of one’. She certalnly lived up to
that promise, work ing tirelessly by his side
“He was an absolule natural for a rural Hampshire
oonsliluency He Carmed close on | 0N Seres a0 bnew
at first hand the problems and joys of a rural way of
life. As & coupls they were absolutely 100 per oent
reliable 0 attending const ituency Senis Like any
politician, Michael had his detractors but now we all
realise what s really important and
what we have sl A penulne and devol
] couphe who put puld e service Grst.
Party chalrman Michsel Ancram had
dinner with the Coldvins only las! week ail
Botleigh Grange, Hedpe End. He sabd
“Michse] was a highly respected and val
wed colleagus in Parliament, a me
Conservat ve and champhon of (he party
Bodh he and Michola were heldd in
great affect bon by all who knew them. We
will miss them both. My thoughts and
Prayers @ ol o ‘!hl':.‘ f.ll'l' %"

Kindness remembered

SEW Forest Easi MP Dr Julian Lewis
& idl B was “thunderstruck™ at the news
of Mr Colvin's death

Dr Liewis inherited part of Mr Colvin's
former Bomsey amnd Waterside con
stituency when the boundaries were
redrawn befiore the last peneral election

Amd Dr Lewis (pic
fured) has reoently
taken Mr Colvin's place
nn the defence  select
CuOTm b

He said: *“When | was
srlecied 1o rIHh'. W
Foresl East, Michael
came over withila 48
hemirs o ofTer SO

and advee

"I was. Dyplcal of ks Kindpess

“In my early days in Parliament | knew
| voiibd alwavs tiirn &0 him for guldanoe

=He olfered me nothing but encourape
meni, gpood advice and friendship *

r Lewis alsn prated Mr Colvin's wife
Michola, saying she was very support ve
o her husband

Humpshire County Council leader Ken
Thornber also called him a champion af

rural life



