A gentleman

and a patriot

TRIBUTES have poured in
for former Waterside MP
Michael Colvin and his wife
Nichola who died in a fire at
their house last week.

Mr and Mrs Colvin  perished in a
blaze which completely guited their
£3 million mansion, Tangley House,
near Andover, on Thursday night.

Hampshire Police and Hampshire
Fire Brigade are kt'!']!ll:lH an open
mind about the possible cause as
investigntions are carried out

Mr Colvin represented the old
Romsey and Waterside seat from
1983 to 1997 when the boundaries
were changed. For the last three
Years he was MP for ]{llllhi!'].'.

New Forest East MP, Dr Julian
Lewis, took over the Waterside reins
when the boundary changes were
made. He paid this tribute to Michael
and Nichola : *He was a troe gentle-
man and a great patriot, dedicated to
the defence of the United Kingdom.

“It 18 often smd that constitucnts
with marmed MPz: get two for the
price of one. In the case of Nichala
and Michael Caolvin, this was
absolutely true.

"Westminater and Hampshire are
poorer for the loss of this golden and
diedicated couple, our hearts go out to
their family.”

Close friend and Hampshire MEP,
Roy Perry, said: "We all realise we
have lost a genuine and devoled cou-
ple who put publie serviee lirst

“1 feel honoured to have known and

woarked with them both,”

Hampshire County Counctl leader,
Councillor Kem Thornber, called
Michael a “cha |'|:||_;|i.|,|l:| af rural life.”

He added: "He constantly eam-
paigned on rural izsues and worked
tirelessly for his constituents,

“Michala was always at his side, She
was a tremendous support through-
out his carcer and was herself well-
loved by her constiluency assecia-
Lon "

Michala Colvin was on the Board af
Trustees of Wessex Cancer Trust,

The charity's chiefl executive, Roz
Smith, said: “Nichola and her hus-

= . B
& Michael Codvin

band Michael gave willing and
unstinting support to the charty

“Bath Nichola and Michael were
truly sincere and kind people who
qu.'n.'l_' L= \{'r:l' FI'Q'THI“I;]I |'I|If|.f||i|_|1'll'!|.=_
even Lhough they both led such busy
lives. They will be missed dreadfully.”

MICHAEL Colvin was described as
one of the last true Tory squires
whose greatest political passion
was fighting for rural Britain and
farming.

He was bom on Seplamber 27 1832,
tha son of Captain hvan Colvin BN

Educated al Eton, he then went on 1o
Sandhurst and a CommISSIon in the
Grenadier Guards, serving in Bedin in
1950 and Cyprus in 1956

He mel and married Michala Cayzer,
daughier of shappeng magnate Lord
Cayzer, and left the army in 1858

Thie couple moved 1o Tanghey in
1863 and Michaal began tamming

His furst taste of politics came in
1964when he was akeclad to tha
parish council, The 1960s and T0s saw

Tory squire loved the country

Kichag! sarve as a councilkor tor
Andover Rural District Council, Test
Valley Distict Council and Hampshing
County Council

In 1975 he was the Consarvative
parhamantary candidate lor Brsiol
Morth Wesi. He won the seal im 1974,
In 1983 he transfarrad o the sale new
Sl of |:|-EII'I'ISIII'5' and YWatersos

In Parliameant Mr Coban took wp par-
ficular inlerasis in dalence, avnalson
and rural ISsUes

He atfracled confroversy in his time
agpacially in s support (or whila
South Alrica during apartheid

Mr Colvin supported hunting and

opposed gun control,

Michasl and MNichola Colvin leave a
s0n ang two daughters




